
The new Illinois Learning Standards based on CCSS are designed to enhance and improve student learning by embracing higher 
expectations and a clearer focus than the previous Illinois Learning Standards. They are more relevant to the real world, giving young 
people the knowledge and skills they need for college and career success. They are also robust, ensuring a future U.S. workforce that 
can compete in the global economy. 

The new standards emphasize fewer topics and stress not only procedural skills, but also problem solving and critical thinking. The 
CCSS build knowledge from grade to grade, enabling students to master important concepts before moving on to others.  

The standards are not a curriculum. Decisions about the curriculum, tools, materials, and textbooks are best left to local educators 
and community members who know their students best.  

The CCSS were developed through a state-led initiative, spearheaded by governors and school 
superintendents, in collaboration with teachers, school administrators, college faculty, parents, 
and education experts. They build on the excellent foundation laid across all states, and have 
been internationally benchmarked to ensure rigor on par with top-performing nations. 

To date, more than 45 states and the District of Columbia have adopted the CCSS. 

In 2010, Illinois began implementing the new Illinois Learning Standards, incorporating CCSS 
changes in each district, school, and classroom. To support professional development and 
collaboration, Illinois educators have created many free resources for teachers and schools. 

Why New Assessments? 

What  are  the new I l l inois  Learning Standards based on the 

Common Core? 

Teachers and principals talk a lot about assessments, which are used to measure students’ 
academic achievement. This document highlights the end-of-year summative assessments, 
which judge student progress toward mastering state standards and program and school 
effectiveness. For other assessments used, see box on left. 

New summative assessments will address longstanding concerns that parents, educators, and 
employers have had about current state assessments—namely that they measure students’ 
ability to memorize facts, rather than their critical thinking and knowledge application skills. 

In school year 2014-2015, Illinois will be rolling out new assessments aligned to  the 

Common Core State Standards. The new assessments will be used to gauge how well 

students are mastering the CCSS—and, ultimately, how ready they are for college and 

further career education. 

What  Is  Di f ferent  About  the New Assessments? 

The new assessments will enable educators to deepen their understanding of student 
progress from grade to grade—and just as importantly, identify any gaps in progress so 
they can address them well before students enter college or the workforce. 

Parents’ Guide to New Assessment 

Types of assessments 

Formative: Individual tests given in the 

classroom by teachers as needed through-

out the year to assess knowledge and skills 

in specific areas 

Interim: The same test repeated at set inter-

vals to measure student growth over time 

Summative: End-of-year assessments ad-

ministered by the sate to measure student 

performance against a common set of 

standards 



College and Career Readiness Defined: 

 
The level of preparation  a student needs to enroll and succeed—without remediation—in 

a credit-bearing course at a postsecondary institution that offers a baccalaureate degree 

or in a high-quality certificate program that enables students to enter a career pathway 

with potential future advancement. 

Engl ish language ar ts  assessments wi l l  demonstrate:  

 Whether students can read and comprehend texts of varying complexities. 

 How well students can integrate information across sources to make a persuasive argument. 

 The degree to which students can use context to determine the meaning of academic vocabulary. 

Math assessments  wi l l  demonstrate:  

 Whether students understand and can use important math ideas, including number sense, alge-

braic thinking, geometry, and data analysis. 

 The extent to which students can use math facts and reasoning skills to solve real-world problems. 

 How well students can make math arguments. 

Benef i ts  of  New Assessments 

  Dur ing the next  few years,  assessments wi l l  prov ide resu l ts  more 

qu ick ly and in  an increas ing ly readable and easy- to-understand 

format ,  most  l ike ly on l ine.  Parents  can use th is  in format ion to  bet ter  

communicate wi th  teachers and school  admin is t ra tors  about  the i r  

ch i ld ’s  progress,  and teachers can use i t  to bet ter  ta i lor  ins t ruct ion 

to the ch i ld ’s  needs.  

  Computer-based assessments wi l l  eventua l ly rep lace penc i l  and paper  tests .  Computer-based 

assessments are more ef f ic ient ,  innovat ive,  and engaging,  and they enable ins ight  in to  s tudent  

progress at  mul t ip le po ints .  

  The new assessments wi l l  be des igned to  prov ide accurate measures of  ach ievement  and growth for  a l l  

s tudents ,  inc lud ing those wi th  d isabi l i t ies  and Engl ish language learners.  Onl ine assessments can 

address v isual ,  audi tory,  and phys ica l -access barr iers  for  s tudents  wi th  d isabi l i t ies ,  whi le  enabl ing to 

take tests  at  the same t ime as others  in thei r  c lass.  Engl ish language 

learners  wi l l  be ab le to demonst rate knowledge in  the var ious content  

areas (e.g. ,  math,  sc ience,  and soc ia l  sc ience) ,  regard less of  thei r  

leve l  o f  prof ic iency in  Engl ish.  The in tent ion is  not  to g ive these 

s tudents  an advantage,  but  to prov ide the access ib i l i ty  needed for  

accurate resu l ts .   

Who is developing the assessments? 

Because the CCSS is a state-led initiative, most 

states chose to join one of two consortia of 

states working together to develop new assess-

ments based on the Common Core State Stand-

ards. These are the Smarter Balanced Assess-

ment Consortium and the Partnership for As-

sessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC). 

Illinois is a member of PARCC along with 18 

other states and territories. However, all final 

decisions about assessments remain at the sate 

level, in partnership with local educators. Read 

more about PARCC at www.parcconline.org.  



What Parents Can Expect 

This is a new set of standards and assessments with a new way of scoring. Therefore, it is not possible to directly compare 

new scores with old ones.  

The new assessments measure deeper knowledge and skills deemed particularly important for students’ futures, including 

problem-solving, writing, and critical thinking. 

Because the standards are more rigorous, student achievement scores may initially be lower. 

A dip should not necessarily be interpreted as a decline in student learning or in educator performance. Educators expect the 

short-term decline to reverse as teachers and students become more familiar with the standards and better equipped to meet 

the challenges they present. 

For sample questions representative of those found on the new assessments 

visit www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes.  


