A SAMPLE OF WHAT YOUR CHILD
WILL BE DOING TO PREPARE FOR
COLLEGE AND CAREER


Understanding more from and making fuller
use of written materials, including using a
wider range of evidence to support an analysis



Making more connections about how complex
ideas interact and develop within a book, essay,
or article



Evaluating arguments and specific claims; assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the
evidence is sufficient; and as appropriate, detecting inconsistencies and ambiguities



Analyzing the meaning of foundational U.S.
documents (e.g., the Declaration of Independence)



Making an argument that is logical, wellreasoned, and supported by evidence



Writing a literary analysis, report, or summary
that develops a central idea and a coherent focus and is well supported with relevant examples, facts, and details



Conducting several research projects that address different aspects of the same topic, using
more complex books, articles, and other
sources



Responding thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesizing comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; and resolving contradictions when possible

TALK TO YOUR CHILD’S
TEACHER
Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s
teacher—you are still an important part of
your child’s education. Ask to see samples of
your child’s work and discuss his or her progress with the teacher using questions like:


Is my child becoming an effective writer?



Is my child becoming more skilled at
reading and understanding challenging
material?



What extra support can I provide at home
to reinforce what you are teaching in
class?



How can I ensure that my child is developing good study habits for high school
and beyond?

ACTIVITIES FOR HOME
TO SUPPORT LEARNING


Increase time for conversation at home.
Discuss classroom assignments, activities,
and homework. Ask your child how he or
she is doing in class and how you can
help.



Sharing research, findings, and evidence
clearly and concisely



Making strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
animations, video, websites, podcasts) to enhance understanding of findings and to add
interest



Ask your child about his or her academic
goals and career interests. Assist in gathering various sources of information on
college and career opportunities.



Determining or clarifying the meaning of
words and phrases, choosing flexibility from
multiple strategies, such as using context,
Greek and Latin roots, patterns of words, and
consulting specialized reference materials



Begin to explore colleges and other postsecondary options that are of interest to
your child.



Interpreting figures of speech in context and
analyzing their role in the written materials
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