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A SAMPLE OF WHAT YOUR CHILD 
WILL BE LEARNING 

 
 Providing detailed summaries of texts 
 Determining the theme of a text and how it 

is conveyed 
 Describing how a particular story or play 

unfolds and how characters respond to plot 
developments 

 Analyzing how chapters of a book, scenes 
of a play, or stanzas of a poem fit into the 
overall picture of the piece and contribute to 
the development of ideas and themes 

 Using a range of reading strategies to deter-
mine the meaning of unknown words as 
they are used in a text 

 Comparing and contrasting various texts, 
including poems, stories, and historical nov-
els 

 Gaining knowledge from materials that 
make extensive use of elaborate diagrams 
and data to convey information and illus-
trate concepts 

 Understanding the figurative and connota-
tive (implied) meaning of words and phrases 

 Evaluating the argument and specific claims 
in written  materials or a speech, and distin-
guishing claims that are supported by rea-
sons and evidence from claims that are not 

 Supporting written claims or arguments with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence 

 Producing clear and coherent writing appro-
priate to the task, purpose, and audience 

 Participating in class discussions about vari-
ous texts and topics 

 Conducting short research projects to an-
swer a question, drawing on several sources 
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TALK TO YOUR CHILD’S 
TEACHER 

 
Keep conversations focused on concepts your 
child will be learning. 

Ask to see a sample of your child’s work and 
ask the teacher questions such as: 

 Is this piece of work satisfactory? 
 How could it be better? 
 Is my child on track? 
 How can I help my child excel in this 

area? 
 If my child needs extra support or wants 

to learn more about a subject, are there 
resources to help his/her learning outside 
the classroom? 

 
ACTIVITIES FOR HOME 
TO SUPPORT LEARNING 

 
 Visit a library together and ask the librar-

ian to recommend young adult books, 
such as Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry by 
Mildred D. Taylor. To find more recom-
mendations of books for your child to 
read, visit: http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/
docs/acre/standards/common-core-tools/
exemplar/ela.pdf. 

 Listen with your child to a television re-
porter, politician, or other speaker. Ask 
your child to tell you the speaker’s main 
points. Was the speaker trying to con-
vince the audience of something? How? 

 Encourage your child to learn at the li-
brary or on the Internet what life in your 
community was like 100 years ago. Have 
your child write a story, poem, or play 
about that time. 
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